
CITY COUNCIL MEETING  TC \l1 "
April 1, 2019
The Faulkton City Council met in regular session on April 1, 2019 in the City Hall meeting room with Finance Officer Emily Bauer and the following council members present: Linda Bartholomew, Sheilah Fischer, Chris Geiger, Danny Ramsdell, Mark Toennies and Steve Wanner.  Others present: Jerod Raethz and Val Ramsdell. Mayor Slade Roseland called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with all those present reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
Open Forum:  Jack and Kristi Holdren asked the council if they could address the issue of water pressure at their residence at 305 11th Ave N.  Jack stated since the sewer project worked in through their neighborhood in summer of 2017 the water pressure has been horrible.  Jack stated Raethz has been over and replaced their water meter and the check valves are fairly new.  Jack was wondering if repairs were needed to be made, who would be responsible to pay for them?  After some discussion, Raethz stated the city could start digging at the curb stop and work their way to the street since any repairs from the street to the curb stop would be the City’s responsibility.

LeShea Avery asked the council if they planned on addressing the speed limit on 15th Avenue since that street is now a truck route.  Avery stated there are some large trucks that drive by and go quite fast.  Mayor Roseland said with the new county wide sign project, he believes they are putting speed limit signs and truck route signs on that road.  Avery also asked what the plan for maintenance of the road is, as it is in rough shape currently.  Raethz stated the will continue to maintain with gravel.       
2019.4.36 Minutes: Councilwoman Bartholomew made the motion, seconded by Ramsdell to approve the minutes of the March 4, 2019 meeting and March 20, 2019 special meeting. Unanimous. 
2019.4.37 Financial Report: Motion by Councilman Geiger, seconded by Fischer to approve the finance report.  Unanimous. 

2019.4.38 Claims: The following bills were approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Wanner, seconded by Bartholomew. Unanimous. Payroll Total: $16,670.07 Mayor: $450.00, Finance Officer: $3,278.18, Street Department: $4,804.83, Water & Sewer Department: $5,143.06, Maintenance Help: $44.00, Council: $2,950.00
	AMERICAN RED CROSS
	$200.00
	RED CROSS CERTIFICATION

	BAUER, EMILY
	$37.29
	REIMBURSE WEBSITE DOMAIN RENEWal

	BERMAC INC.
	$1,424.33
	SUPPLIES

	Butler Machinery Co.
	$351.50
	CUTTING EDGES

	CIVIL DESIGN INC
	$7,925.00
	STORM SHELTER

	FAULKTON AREA MEDICAL CENTER
	$100.00
	METER REFUND-127 8TH AVE S

	FAULK COUNTY
	$21.20
	TRAILER LICENSE

	FAULK COUNTY RECORD
	$356.41
	MINUTES/ad/notices

	FAULKTON HRC
	$3,840.49
	HRC BOND

	HANSONS INC.
	$596.94
	WATER REPAIR-12TH & PEARL

	HEALTH POOL OF SD
	$5,361.56
	GROUP HEALTH INS. PREMIUM

	HELMS & ASSOCIATES
	$3,435.96
	AIRPORT EA

	HOMAN ACE HARDWARE
	$307.76
	SUPPLIES

	INDEPENDENT AUDIT SERVICES
	$700.00
	2018 ANNUAL REPORT

	INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
	$3,544.06
	941 Taxes

	NORTH WESTERN ENERGY
	$3,253.78
	electric 

	POSTMASTER
	$90.00
	postage

	POTOMAC AVIATION TECHNOLOGY
	$300.00
	MONITORING FEES

	RURAL DEVELOPMENT
	$4,256.00
	water prj debt pymnt

	RURAL DEVELOPMENT - SEWER
	$8,944.00
	water prj debt pymnt

	SCHLECHTER, DEAN
	$100.00
	METER REFUND-810 PEARL ST

	SD DEPT. OF HEALTH (LAB)
	$15.00
	LAB FEES

	SD RETIREMENT
	$1,646.70
	SD Retirement

	SD SUPPLEMENTAL RETIREMENT PLA
	$100.00
	SUPPLEMENTAL RET. PLAN

	THE AUTO SHOP
	$263.30
	BATTERY

	US BANK
	$1,429.11
	PHS II WATER PRJ

	US BANK
	$10,342.35
	PHS I WATER PRJ

	WINWATER
	$1,132.37
	METERS


City Maintenance Report:  Raethz stated the have been busy trying to open culverts and pump water, but was pleased with how the snow has melted.  Raethz stated they will begin to sweep Main Street and the business district and start working on potholes around town.  They are preparing for a busy spring and summer season.   
Mayors Report:  Mayor Roseland stated Bauer is looking into a new sign for city hall.  Roseland would like to discuss snow ordinances for next year and also asked if anyone had questions about the city snow removal agreements with some businesses to contact him and he would be happy to explain.  Roseland also thanked the city for allowing the Arts Council to use the bathrooms during the Murder Mystery play at the Legion Hall.   
Police Report:  Deputy Sherriff, Brent Koens, presented the council with the March ticket report.  Koens also stated he will look into the speeding reports on 15th Ave and the speed signal on Hwy 212.  
Economic Development Report: Kelly Melius with the FAEDC first thanked the city for allowing the FAEDC office to be in the city hall and use of the meeting room.  Melius stated that Hope’s Park was awarded a grant for $10,000 to complete the park.  Cramer has applied for community of the year award and the Faulkton Area Arts Council was selected for the award of excellence.  Melius stated the Hadrick house in the new development has been completed and closed on.  Melius also mentioned in the survey responses from citizens many suggested trying to open a meat locker in Faulkton.  There is a convention in Brookings for those businesses and Cramer has advertised that Faulkton is looking for an individual interested in opening a meat locker in town.   
OLD BUSINESS
Airport EA Update:  Brooke Edgar with Helms and Associates was in attendance to update the council on the current airport environmental assessment.  Edgar stated last week Raethz and Bauer met with the Helms & the FAA in Watertown to discuss the EA.  Edgar said the ultimate goal for the EA is a longer runway with GPS approach.  She stated the FAA is looking a couple different options for this goal to be achieved, Edgar believes either option is a great project for the airport.  Raethz had asked Edgar if she was able to look at the condition of the existing lower apron and taxiways, Edgar said she was able to look at them and noted they are in really tough shape.  Edgar stated a few years ago they tried to do a crack seal on the lower apron, but it’s not working.  Edgar believe the lower apron needs a major crack repair.  Also the tie downs need to be repaired as well, as they have shifted up during the winter months.  Edgar stated she is working on a SD DOT state wide airport pavement maintenance project and can inquire if the Faulkton airport could be included in this project.  The city would use their entitlements for this project.  The council asked that Edgar look into including Faulkton into the DOT project.  2019.4.39 Airport EA Pay Request:  Mayor Roseland presented a pay request for airport environmental assessment from Helms & Associates for $3,435.96.  Motion was made by Councilwoman Fischer, seconded by Bartholomew to approve the pay request.  Unanimous.  
Code Enforcement – Mike Olson:  Mike Olson, a code enforcement officer from Aberdeen, spoke to the council on his code enforcement business.  Olson met with a couple councilmembers a month ago and they asked that he come speak to the rest of the council.  Olson stated his priority is helping communities clean up properties, protecting property values and making the community a safe and healthy environment.  He stated this has been a nationwide issue, not just in our state.  Currently Olson works with 32 other towns around northeast South Dakota.  Olson stated if he were hired he would go through our current city ordinances, complete an inspection of the whole community, take photos and create files for each property, and create letters to be sent to each property owner.  Olson stated then the council would decide how they would like to address these issues.  Olson would handle all the correspondence with the homeowners.  He estimated that that Faulkton would have around 30 to 50 violations.  Olson stated a lot of how the council wants to handle the violations comes down to budget.  If the city were to have to tear down structures that can be anywhere from a couple thousand dollars to tens of thousands of dollars, depending on the structure & contractor.  Olson’s annual retainer is $1,500 and would roll over to the next year, if the city doesn’t use all of the funds.  Any additional work over the $1,500 is at $75 per hour, reimbursement for mileage at $0.60 per mile, lodging & meal reimbursement at actual cost.  Olson stated that the SD Municipal League just hired a code enforcement officer that Olson will be training to assist other communities around the state.  Mayor Roseland stated the city currently doesn’t have any money budgeted for a code enforcement officer or money to address the violations if abatement is needed.  Councilwoman Bartholomew asked Olson if he would go through the city ordinances and make recommendations.  Olson stated he does and also asked if the city has adopted the International Property Maintenance Code?  Bauer wasn’t sure and stated she would look into it.  Bartholomew also asked when the SD Municipal League code enforcer would start taking on his own towns.  Olson was not sure of the exact date.  Bartholomew stated she believes this a very good opportunity to hire Olson and asked if there was any way we could find money in the budget, Bauer stated she would have to look it over.  Olson asks that if the council does decide to move forward with his services that he have full support of the council, because the program doesn’t work if everyone isn’t on board.  Councilman Geiger asked if Olson plans on working with communities for a while or maybe the city wait until next year to budget and start working with the SD Municipal League officer.  Olson stated he would like to work as long as he is able to, maybe down size the number of communities as the years go on.  Councilwoman Bartholomew stated that the council really needs to discuss this seriously and that she appreciated Olson for presenting to the council.  Mayor Roseland asked for references from communities that he has worked with that were happy with his services and other communities that no longer use Olson.  The Roseland and the council thanked Olson for coming to the meeting.   

Storm Shelter Bids:  Roseland stated the bids for the storm shelter were opened on March 19, 2019 and the lowest bids was from SolBros Construction for $185,800.  Roseland stated all bids were over the Hazard Mitigation Grant award of $185,175.  Roseland stated the bids were about $45,000 over the estimated opinion of cost.  Lucas Solberg and Bob Wittenburg from SolBros Construction were in attendance, Mayor Roseland stated our engineer built the same structure in Lake Preston last summer, about twice the size of Faulkton’s proposed structure and asked why the construction costs are more for Faulkton’s sturcture.  Solberg stated even though the size is smaller the company still has to mobilize just as much equipment to build the structure.  Roseland stated the council has a few different options.  They can reject all bids, rebid with the construction period extended for contractors or accept the lowest bid and look for additional funds to complete the project.  After much discussion the council decided to table this until a later date.  2019.4.40 Storm Shelter Pay Request:  Mayor Roseland presented a pay request for the storm shelter from Civil Design Inc for $7,925.00.  Motion was made by Councilman Toennies, seconded by Wanner to approve the pay request.  Unanimous.  
School – Community Center Use:  Mayor Roseland stated he has not been able to meet with Mr. Lepke but gave the council a copy of the lease agreement and asked them to look it over and if they have any questions or concerns let him know before he meets with Mr. Lepke on Thursday, April 4th.  
2019.4.41 Ordinance 2019-48 – Chapter 3-4 Building Code: Methamphetamine:  Roseland read for its Second Reading Ordinance #48 entitled, “To allow for removal of a home or structure wherein methamphetamine was manufactured within the city limits of the City of Faulkton.”  Roseland stated the article in the Aberdeen American News did not mention that structures can also be cleaned up and lived if the structure passes all approved inspections.  Councilwoman Bartholomew moved, seconded by Ramsdell to approve, adopt and publish the said ordinance.  Unanimous.  

2019.4.42 Asphalt Surface Treatment Bids:  Roseland present the council with the only bid received from Bituminous Paving Inc in the amount of $77,400.00.  Councilman Wanner motioned, seconded by Toennies to accept the bid Bituminous Paving Inc.  Unanimous. 

NEW BUSINESS
Snow Gates – John Jones Jr.:  John Jones Jr. address the council on considering purchasing a snow gate for the city to use during snow removal.  Jones presented the council with information he has gathered, referring to a study conducted in Sioux Falls, South Dakota and information from Spokane, Washington & Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.  Jones stated that snow gates would reduce the amount of snow deposited in driveways and intersections after the plows go by.  They are most effective if the snowfall is less than 6 inches and not a wet or heavy snow.  Jones mentions this does slow the plows down and would have in season and after season maintenance costs associated with it, after the initial purchase of the gate.  Roseland mentioned Jones stated Sioux Falls snow removal budget is $7,000,000 and Faulkton’s currently is $5,075.  Roseland stated he will talk with Raethz and explore the issue further.  Jones thanked the council for time and for looking into the issue further.     
Swimming Pool – April Sorensen:  April Sorensen addressed the council about the upcoming summer for the swimming pool.  Sorensen asked the council to consider running the aerobic program thru the city instead of the hospital.  Roseland asked that Sorensen put some numbers together as far as attendance and expenses and send it to Bauer.  Sorensen stated she has had a lot of interest in the lifeguard positions and doesn’t know if front desk staff will be needed this year.  Sorensen was asked to take a look at admission and swimming lesson prices as well.  
2019.4.43 2018 Annual Report:  Motion was made by Councilwoman Fischer, seconded by Geiger to approve the 2018 annual report.  Bauer stated the city will get a full 2018 audit completed this year as well due to federal money received for the sewer project.  Unanimous.   
2019.4.44 Brown Bag Permit:  Councilman Wanner moved, seconded by Ramsdell to approve the following requests for a “brown-bag” permit as per SDCL 35-1.5.3.


Sonny Law – May 18, 2019 – Legion Hall – Family Reunion

Applications are on file at the City Finance Office.  Unanimous.
2019.4.45 Temporary Liquor License: Motion was made by Councilman Toennies, seconded by Wanner to approve the following application for temporary liquor license. Unanimous.

· Short Stop Bar – April 27, 2019 – Legion Hall

Consolidated Equalization Meeting:  Roseland stated the meeting will be held on April 25th, 2019 at 7:00pm at the courthouse and one council member is needed.  Linda Bartholomew volunteered to attend this year.  Roseland thanked her. 

2019.4.46 HR & Finance Officer School:  Councilman Toennies moved, seconded by Geiger to allow Bauer to attend this schooling from June 11-14th, 2019 in Pierre.  

Advertise for Summer Help:  Bauer will start advertising for lifeguards.  Applications will be reviewed at the May 6th council meeting.
OTHER BUSINESS

2019.4.47 Executive Session Time: 8:40 p.m. Motion was made by Councilwoman Fischer, seconded by Bartholomew to go into executive session for litigation and/or personnel matters per SDCL 1-25-2. Out of executive session at 8:58p.m.  No action taken.
2019.4.48  Adjournment. There being no other business to come before the council, the meeting adjourned on a motion by Councilman Toennies, seconded by Geiger. Motion carried.  Time: 8:58 p.m. 
___________________________                                           ____________________________

Slade Roseland, Mayor                                                          Emily Bauer, Finance Officer     
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